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as his 'double'1 in plays like The Bells and The Lyons
Mail In the case of The Bells this 'double' would
represent " Mathias " in the vision which brought down
the curtain on the first act. In The Lyons Mail he
was Lesurques5 'double' as he crossed behind the cafe
windows in Act I, while the Chief was making his change
from that character to " Dubosc "; and again in the final
act when "Dubosc" caught behind the door in the
garret scene is set upon by the infuriated crowd, while
Lesurques is simultaneously making the quick change
preparatory to his final entrance. For his accomplish-
ment in this way Helmsley was nicknamed c Double/
and ' Double' he remains to this day. One of the very
pleasant results of this meeting in New York was that
he became engaged to my sister whom he married in
1888. Later he became stage-manager to Sir George
Alexander and afterwards combined that office with
general business management. He remained with Sir
George at the St. James's Theatre for twenty years, in
fact until the latter's death in 1918.
This and the many succeeding American tours of
Irving have been so admirably and exhaustively chron-
icled by Bram Stoker2 and by Austin Brereton3 that
I would refer readers to these sources for a picture of
their amazing and triumphant success. It is safe to say
that nothing on so large and complete a scale, with such
continuous success artistically and financially, has ever
equalled them. It is true that the Duke of Saxe
Meiningen's company, when they visited Drury Lane
Theatre in 1881, was a larger ensemble, for they even
brought all their supers with them; but this famous
company never extended its travels, as Irving did,
through every part of the United States from New York
* For the benefit of the uninitiated, I should explain that there are moments
in a play when a character on the stage has to be in two places at once. This
apparently impossible feat is accomplished by the use of a "double," i.e.,
another actor dressed in a similar costume to his principal
^Personal Reminiscences of Henry Irving, by Bram Stoker, 2 vols. Heine-
mann, 1906.
'TheLife of Henry Irving, by Austin Brsreton, 2 vols. Longmann Green & Co.,
1900.